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CHFA Head of the Class in Green Building

Rocky Hill – The Connecticut Housing Finance Authority (CHFA) has earned an A grade for its green building requirements from a national environmental organization.  The recently-published Global Green USA report ranked CHFA’s Qualified Allocation Plan (QAP) and its corresponding Design and Construction Standards first out of all 50 states.  CHFA’s QAP earned 48 points out of a possible 55, making it the “Greenest” Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) Program in the nation.  

CHFA’s score for 2008 represents a five-fold improvement since Global Green USA’s initial study in 2005.  At that time, CHFA was already making it a priority to develop more comprehensive standards for the design and construction of all affordable multifamily housing financed through CHFA.  By 2007, CHFA had developed separate green Design and Construction Standards in addition to its QAP.  
“CHFA uses standards of design and construction to develop safe, affordable housing that serves the needs of its residents with as much quality, energy efficiency, and environmental sustainability as possible,” said Timothy F. Bannon, President – Executive Director.  CHFA’s Design and Construction Standards represent a consensus standard of national and regional building codes, design practices and processes, as well as construction means, methods, and materials.  Elements of national and regional Green residential rating system guidelines have also been incorporated, including Energy Star® Home (U.S. Dept. of Energy), LEED for Homes (U.S. Green Building Council), Model Green Building Guidelines (National Association of Home Builders), Green Communities Criteria (Enterprise Community Partners), and others, but not to the extent that additional costs need to be incurred in affordable housing for third party rating calculations and certifications.  Instead, CHFA Field Observers are on-site throughout the development’s construction to monitor for compliance, and CHFA’s Architects review contract documents for conformity with the standards.

Global Green USA’s QAP evaluations focus on the core elements of Green Building.  Points are awarded for thirty-four distinct characteristics in four categories: Smart Growth, Energy Efficiency, Resource Conservation, and Health Protection.  In addition, bonus points can be earned for meeting analysis criteria in three or more categories, and for referencing established Green Building programs.  The CHFA QAP earned points for 30 of the 34 Green Building characteristics in the evaluation, and 1 of the 2 bonus criteria.  

Founded in 1993 by activist and philanthropist Diane Meyer Simon, Global Green is the American arm of Green Cross International (GCI), which was created by former Soviet President Mikhail S. Gorbachev to foster a global value shift toward a sustainable and secure future by reconnecting humanity with the environment.  Over the past decade, Global Green USA has established itself as a national leader in promoting Green building practices in the affordable housing community.  

###

CHFA was created in 1969 by the State Legislature.  CHFA’s purpose is to help alleviate the shortage of affordable housing  for low- and moderate-income families and persons in Connecticut, and when appropriate, to promote or maintain the economic development of the State through employer-assisted housing efforts.  CHFA is financially self-sufficient and operates without state tax revenues.  Information about CHFA is available on our website at www.chfa.org or by calling (860) 721-9501.

